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York Springs Landmark: The Trostle Barn, currently undergoing
rennovations

By Karen Hendricks
I won’t ever look at a barn the same way again. These days, while I’m driving through central PA and beyond, I can spot and ID the traditional
Pennsylvania Barn–all thanks to Curt Musselman, Historic Gettysburg-Adams County (HGAC) board member and Barn Preservation Project chair.
Curt “schooled me” on the subjects of barn preservation, types of barns, and the importance of documenting these historic structures dotting our
rolling agricultural landscape. He’s the driving force behind the HGAC’s Adams County Barn Registry. It was all part of a freelance assignment for
Celebrate Gettysburg magazine.

—

—

Barn expert Curt Musselman

HGAC is selling 2014 calendars featuring Battlefield Barns as a fundraiser–Call 717-334-5185 for more
information.

Click here to read the full article, These Old Barns: Preserving Adams County’s Agricultural Icons. And what a thrill… the story was selected as
Celebrate Gettysburg magazine’s cover story in the current January/February issue.

—

Cover Photography by Bill Dowling; Barn owner John
Trostle is pictured.

I also interviewed Jayne Shord, owner of perhaps the most meticulously-preserved barn in all of Adams County. It was a treat, to tour her beautiful
property, Beech Springs Farm, located in Orrtanna, PA. I first met Jayne several years ago when she hosted a dinner including then-Governor
Edward G. Rendell and the awarding of the Pennsylvania Culinary Art Award. Since then, the property has grown even more beautiful under Jayne’s
expert guidance–including her talent for gardening and her oversight of Beech Spring Farm’s barn preservation project. Below is a collection of
photos I snapped while interviewing her back in October. (Click on any photo to open a gallery.)

Overlooking Beech Springs Farm from the
barn’s second story

Welcome to Beech Springs Farm

The barn at Beech Springs Farm is nestled into
the rolling hills of Orrtanna

The gorgeous view of Jayne’s gardens

Jayne’s “golden shadows” follow her everywhere

The barn’s massive foundation… where you can
find the official HGAC Barn Registry seal

The barn at Beech Springs Farm is #58 on the

No two barns are alike in their construction or

Jayne discovered the perfect chandeliers to

registry

detailing

illuminate her barn on Ebay. The facility is
available for weddings and special occasions.

The barn’s top floor opens onto a large deck,

Beautiful salvaged wood, atop a bar built into

A copper-lined trough is used for beverages at

perfect for evening weddings and dinners

the barn by William M. Jacobs Remodeling &

the barn’s functions

Restoration, Gettysburg

Aerial photo of Beech Springs Farm, circa
1940s-50s
Another aerial photo of the property provided
by Jayne Shord

Also in October 2013, Gettysburg’s tourism community was in the grips of a government shutdown. What could have been a crippling event for a
community dependent upon the flow of visitors across the hallowed battlefield, turned out to be an experience that bonded businesses together
and produced creativity, resilience and perseverance.
Click here to read Gettysburg Tourism Community Rallies Amid Government Shutdown, featuring stunning photography by Casey Martin.
More to the Stories…
Click here for more Shutdown Stats & Quotes
And click here to learn about the 5 types of barns found in Adams County, the benefits of barn preservation, and a few more stories behind the
people interviewed in the article.
Links:
Celebrate Gettysburg magazine / Beech Springs Farm /
Historic Gettysburg Adams County / Shriver House Museum
Hickory Hollow Farm Horse Tours / Gettysburg Tour Center
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